EDMUND  GOSSE

Missolonghi the child of an eccentric hide-
merchant and Primitive Christian at Cranbrook
was a fortnight old. This child was Sydney
DobeU afterwards the author of The Roman
and Balder. From early infancy this unfortu-
nate^ babe was dedicated to an " apostolic
mission. His parents were sternly religious
and they were extreme Radicals in polities'
It was a moment in England when everybody
who was at all serious was beginning to think
about the evidences of Christianity and the
doom of tyrants. The elder Dobells were
united in the hope that their eldest son would
distinguish himself in both fields of action, and
that infant, who was dreadfully precocious' ner-
vous, and over-strained, ardently responded.

There you have an example of Gosse's ordinary
movement and his ordinary temper. There was
always melody in his sentences and order in his
paragraphs. These same qualities gave an extra-
ordinary charm to his talk. With Gosse present,
and in form, no other man need wish to talk-
not that he ever desired to dominate conversation
or was anything but an attentive listener. Con-
versation was creation to him: there was no
midnight oil, but care and choice operated in
front of one, and very rapidly. He hesitated
sometimes for the right word, but never so long
as we should have hesitated ourselves. The
terse, illuminating, sometimes malicious, some-
times tenderly whimsical, comments poured out
in deliciously uninterrupted succession. The
retorts came pat and perfectly shaped. The